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ory by the Lords Spirit 
and Temporal in Parham 
Aſſembled, That the Thanks of | 
Houſe be, and are hereby given 
the Lord Biſhop of Carlile, for 
Sermon by him Preached before 
Houſe on Friday the Thirtieth 
Fanuary laſt, in the Abbey-Church 
Weſtminſter. And he is hereby def 
to cauſe the ſame to be forthy 
Printed and Publithed. 
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Cler” Parliament 
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Preach'd before the 


Houſe of Lords, 


i © 
Abbey Church of 77 — 


On the zoth of January, 1713. 


Being the Anniverſary of the Mar- 
tyrdom of King Charles the Firſt. 
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St. MATTRHEW xXit2s. 
Fart of the Verſe. 


Fuery kingdom divided againſt 
it felf is brought to deſolati- 
on; and every city or houſe 


divided against it ſelf ſhall 


not ſtand. 


1p O N reading theſe 1 
may ſay as our bleſſed Sa- 
"RL viour did, upon reading a 
ag e out of the Prophet Iſaiab, This Luke iv. 25 
** was this Scripture fulſilld before the 
es of our Fathers, and of ſome who 
Pe ſtill living. Our Nation indeed, 
Hanks be to God, was not utterly der 
Wroyed ; but our Kingdom was brought 
ö deſolarion 3 the legal government 
[tally ſubverted; the form of it en- 
I rely changed; and nothing could pro- 
erhy be ſaid to be gtabliſhed in its 
poem; there was a general diſorder 
. among 
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among all ranks of men; the wholo a 
; nation in confuſion and. under -aftof 

niſhment by the deteſtable fact of thifhricl 

day; and all this occaſioned by thilficy 
1 kingdom's being firſt divided agains$t ur 
| ſelf. I therefore judg'd theſe words u 
b very proper for our meditation upd 
this ſolemn occaſion, when we are al 


lembled to lament the ſins of our id. 
thers, to aſk pardon of God for what ion 
paſt, and to fortify our minds with ſudhs 
conſiderations as may tend to the p 
venting the like miſeries for the futuſfthe 

The words were ſpoken by our Lohe 


upon occaſion of the wicked blaſpheniiſſs 
of the Phariſees, in aſcribing his minvh 
culous and glorious works to the Prin | 2x] 
of the devils. To ſhew the folly apo: 
abſurdity of which ſuggeſtion oi 
Lord's reply was to this purpoſe o. 
That for the Prince of the devils Ho 
enable him to work ſuch miracles, pay 
ticularly to diſpoſſeſs ſome of his ir 
ferior ſpirits of the bodies of miſerabif 
men, and this in confirmation of 
Doctrine which was deſigned to diſpof 
ſeſs them of their ſouls alſo, would u 


J 
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holo act againſt himſelf, and the intereſt 
althf his own kingdom, which, how 
thifkvicked and malicious ſoever he is, 
icy would not permit him to do. This 
N Sur Lord confirms by a Maxim which 
or; undeniably true, For ſaith the E- 
woangelift, Feſus knew their thoughts, 
A ſaid unto them, Every kingdom di- 
f idea againſt it ſelf is brought to deſola- 
uatWion; and every city or houſe divided 
fufoainſt it ſelf ſhall not ſtand. 
pu 1 {hall wholely wave the occaſion of 
tube words, and conſider them only as 
hey are in themſelves, they containing, 
ems 1 have obſerv'd, a general Maxim, 
urhich holds true both in reaſon and in 
in experience; in treating of which I pro- 
20YWoſe the following Method. 
ou To enquire wherein the union of a 
oe Pociety, a Kingdom, a City, or an Houſe, 
s {doth conſiſt. 
pany What diviſions they are, that are de- 
inſtructive of this union. 


ab Whence thoſe diviſions are wont to 
t ariſe, - 
pony To apply this doctrine to our ſelves, 


vith reſpeCt to the occaſion of this days 
ſolemnity. ; To 


« 
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To enquire, wherein the union of if 
a Society doth conſiſt ; the account of 
which will be very eaſy. 

The union of any Society, particu· 
larly of thoſe here mention'd, conſiſts, i 
in haveing the members thereof, each = 
in its proper place, unanimouſly de. . 
ſigning and endeavouring the good of i 
the whole. The end of all humane 
Society is the good of mankind. Men 
were made ſociable creatures, fitted and 
diſpoſed to aſſiſt and comfort each 
a which they cannot do otherwiſe 
than by forming themſelves into Soci-· 
eties or Bodies, wherein every Member 
has its proper {tation and office aftigned; i 
ſome to direct and rule; others to be 
directed and obey; ſome to adviſe and 
order what is fit to be done; others 
to execute what is adviſed and order- 
ed; and this in ſeveral methods, ac- i 
cording to the neceſſities and expedi : 
ences of the Society. Now when eve: 
ry member knows 1ts proper place and 
buſineſs, and keeping, its own ſtation, 
applies it ſelf to the doing of that buli- W 
neſs which is proper to it, with a de- 


ſign 
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u to promote the benefit of the 


it ought to be. 

This "cannot be better illuftrated, 
an by the fimilitude St. Paul uſeth, 
compareing the Church of Chriſt to 
humane body. For what he there 
irms of the chriſtian Body, is true of 
civil Bodies or Societies of Men 


1 


any members, and all the members of 
at one body, being many, are one body; 
alſo is every civil Society amongſt 
en. If the foot ſhall ſay, Becauſe I 
not the band, I am not of the body : 
it therefore not of the body? And to 
Wt all the other members reſpectively. 
Wt: nom, ſaith he, hath God ſer the 
Wembers every one of them in the .body, 
it hath pleaſed him. And if they 
ere all one member, where were the 
ay? But now are they many members; 
r but one body, And the eye cannot 
y to the hand, I have no need of thee ; 
Wor the head to the feet, I have no need of 
ov. And he preſently after adds the de- 
= of theſe members being thus or- 


B derly 


Whol Body, this Society is then united | 


ewiſe. As the body iFone, and hath ! Cer: vii. 
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II. 


ſchiſm in the body; but that the mol 


carrying on this deſign. in the uſe of pr 
per means; and laſtly, an union of o 
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derly ſituated, That there might, be nn 


o 
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bers ſhould have the ſame care one 
another, &c. In ſhort, the. union 1 1 
{peaking of, in a. Society: of. undexſtay 1 
ing and ręaſonable creatures, Ugh 1 
anamien in deſignifor the puplick goa 
40 union in underſtandinig he oi; 
means of promoting it; an union 


fection and good-will towards each othꝗ 
for the . theſe their ende 
vours, - And happy is that Family, th : 
City, that Kingdom, which are th I 
united, 4 
I proceed to enquire in the ne 
place, What diviſions they are, whit 
are deſtructive of the union I have bes J 
deſcribeing, and. which conſequent 
threaten the deſtruction of the Society 
It is not every difference among tf 
Md Tha of humane Society, be 
mediately threatens or ends in its xuing 
I ſo, conſidering the preſent ſtate q 
humane nature, no Society could hof, ; 
to ſubſiſt long, the differences of men 
Yotob & thought 


Woughts and opinions being as many as 
Joſe of their faces and their conſtitutions. 
is true, that the more particulars there 
e, in which the members of any body do 
bree, the ſtricter and firmer mult be their 
nion; and had men remain'd uncorrupt- 
and innocent, there would have been no 
ifferences of any moment amongſt them. 


vn Wivifion is the conſequence of Error, or 
-pifÞmething worſe. . Had we perſiſted in our 
£ WH tegrity, our underſtanding and our rea- 


Won would, by God's aſſiſtance, have con- 
A lantly directed us to the aiming ar the 
me ends, and would have ſuggeſted to us 
he proper means of attaining, them. But 
ren now in this degenerate ſtate, it is not 
Wrcry difference in opinion, that preſently 
enders us uncapable of ſociety. Even in 
MWnatters of Religion, wherein our differen- 
es are apt to make us more warm and 
W-calous, men may yet, if they are but ho- 
th neſt and wile in the main, that is, if they 
are in carneft religious, and not in pre- 
u tence only, and if they place the ſtreſs of 
I cheir religion in that which is fundamen- 
al and eſſential to it, then I ſay men may 
differ in many points from each other, and 
B 2 yet 


yet do widely differ in their apprehenſion 
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bo live together as members of the ſan e. 


all of us deſign the good of the whole: ro 
when we diſagree about the neceſſaſ 
means of promoteing the publick welfari 
and when from either of theſe cauſes wi 
become alienated in our affections towarif 
each other, If ſome of the Society pu 
poſe the publick welfare, as their great a 
principal deſign : and others have no jul 
regard to it, If thoſe who honeſtly di 
ſign the publick good as their chief en 


about the neceſſary means of promoteins 
And if from both or either of theſe cauſe 
they become jealous the one of the oth 
if they fall into animoſity, variance ani 
ha upon theſe grounds, then is tl 
union of the Society upon the borders off 
diſſolution, and the Society it ſelf in imm 
nent danger of ruine. 1 . 
But this leads to the next enquiry Ip 
poſed, viz. whence theſe dangerous divil 
ons are wont to ariſe; which is an enquiijſ 
of the utmoſt conſequence, For if one 
3 Mo: 85 vl 


the Houſe of Lords. 
e can find out the ſources of ſuch diviſi- 
Vs, we ſhall at the ſame time diſcern the 
800 a ue cauſes of a Society's ruine, and conſe- 
) nWMucntly be admoniſhd how we may beſt 
: l rovide againſt it. 
ae The Queſtion therefore is, Whence 
me thoſe diviſions amongſt the members 
fa Society, whole intereſt it is to be all 
1 is united, which always endanger, and 
ry often effect the ruine of the Society? 
To this I reply. The main ground is 
men themſelves, from the corruption of 
eir nature. Beſides which, the Devil, 
Pe great enemy of the peace and welfare 
WF mankind, excites thoſe whom he 1s able 
Fes to diſturb the quiet, and to 
Freak the peace of humane Society, blind- 
g and infatuateing others to be ſeduced 
chem. And laſtly almighty God, the 
iſe and juſt Governour of the world, per- 
its this to come to paſs, as a juſt puniſh- 
nmiſhent on men for their other offences com- 
itted againſt him. | 
pro This proceeds from the corruption of 
if. pen themſelves, from their various luſts 
uin nd paſſions which rule within them. 
once "bence come wars and hghtings among you? 
well faith 
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|: faith St. James, come they not hence; er ö 


of your Iuſts that war in your member: 

Thus for inſtance, The love of mal 
Arts; is one of the moſt general cauſes i 
contention in any Society, I mean n 
that ſelf- love which is natural and lawful 
for whoſoever ſo loves himſelf will al 
love the ſociety of which he is a m:mbailf 
and will conſider his own good as invol'lf 
in the good of the whole Body: but I mei 
that ſpurious ſelf- love, whereby Men ff ] 
parate themſelves from God, and from 
the reſt of his creatiòn beſides themſclvl 
ſetting up for their own private and ſep 
rate intereſts, in oppoſition to the will WP 
God, and to the good of their fellow- ca 
tures; when being immoderately deſiroſ 1 or 
of the wealth, the grandeur, or the pla 
ſures of this N in order to the obtainii 
what they deſire, they make no difficulſ ic 
of diſturbing the peace of the family, t I £1 
city, or the kingdom, of which they af all 
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members. Publick good they deſpiſe, s 


vain and empty notion, fit only to be 4 0 


tertain'd by fools, or pretended to by hy * 
crites, They know no other good, bl * 


what is good for themſelves; and thi 6) 
IG eſtegſß 


. Hauſe of Ling. Ag., 11 
ſteem nothing jas; good, for, 4 
t what grati fp their ſenſes, on promotes 
eir ſecular ingereſt. uu tin. E 10 
Pride again is another ground of con- 
tion and diviſion. Only by pride rometh Proe. 
' tention, ſaith. the wiſe man, as if that 9 
ere the ſole cauſe., It is indeed uſually 


E 
71 
| * 2 

= 


ba ird. with every other ground of contenti 
i, and is above all others commonly the 


nmediate, cauſe of it. It is the e. 
d of that accu rſed ſelf· love which I 
jention d before, when a man deſpiſeth 
W hers, and. ſets too high a value upon his 
n merits. Hence ariſe ſuſpicions, jea- 
11 Wuſics,. hatred, malice, | envy, and all the 
Ather ſprings — concomitants of conten- 
ral on. Hence it. comes to paſs, that men ſo 
pil en miſtake the means of promoteing the 
nin ublick welfare, being uncapable of adviſing 
n ich others, as haveing a mean opinion of 
ery man's judgment but their own, and 


2 n : STS 


of 1 ainly concludeing that whatſoever their 
vn thoughts ſuggeſt muſt be right. Hence 
f 1 ey become blind, fondly thinking them- 


les wiſer than they are, fitter to manage 
'N ublick affairs than thoſe to whoſe truft 
they are committed; and raſhly cenſure 


Ls what: 
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them in diſturbing the publick tranquillity 
in obſtructing all the proper methods prof 


4 Sermon preach'd Before 


whatſoever is done againR or without they 0 
advice. Hence they ſet up for ringleaden . 
of a party, and draw in others to join wit; 
| 
pos d by others; and very often contrivſf 
and carry on deſigns, or at leaſt make ul 
of methods . ow ar to th 
n 

Again, b denen is anothel | 
ground of diviſion in a Society. There a 
many in all Societies weak and unable tf 
conſider much to the purpoſe ; and thelf 
at the ſame time want humility or honeſt 
to be directed by thoſe whoſe advice chef 
have reaſon to take: others again wiltullſ 
refuſe to conſider, out of pride and peri 
verſeneſs of ſpirit. And both of theſe {orf 
are eaſily impoſed upon and miſled, till the 
frequently become the inſtruments ane 1 
tools of great miſchief. er 

Finally, the diviſions I have mentioneſ e 
always flow from a want of that charig gel 
and good-will which every man ought 8 
exerciſe towards others, which woul 3 
ſtrongly excite every man to purſue tA 


good of mankind in general, and of th 
. S 
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Peiety of which he is a member in parti- 
lar. And thus far diviſions proceed 
om men themſelves, from the corruption 
their own hearts, 

But then farther, The Devil, the great 
rWcmy of the peace and welfare of mankind, 

ub ves all thoſe whom he is able to influ- 
tu ce, to break the peace of humane Society; 
d blinds and infatuates others to be ſe- 
iced by them. As love and peace are the 


= ; 
ci 


itz 
pro 


hi 


af ſpecial fruits of the divine Spirit, ſo ha- 
red and contention are among the princi- 
egal works of the Devil. Satan infuſes his 


, 


he 


Wature into all upon whom he can prevail, 
rſt ſwelling them with pride, and then 
i urrying them on to contention, which are 
x1he very characters of the diabolical nature, 
"nd where any are fitter to be inſtruments 
de end tools than principal agents, he caſts a 
i niſt before their eyes, infatuates their un- 
: | lerſtandings, and thereby diſpoſes them to 
16 e led blindfold by others into thoſe quar- 
«ls and factions which they were not fit 


eo contrive nor manage themſelves. 


u Bur then in the laſt place, almighty God 
1 imſelf, the wiſe and juſt Governour of 


2 world, permits all this to come to pals, 
as 
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whatſoever is done againſt or without they 
advice. Hence they ſet up for ringleaden ] 
of a party, and draw in others to join wid 
them in diſturbing the publick tranquillity T 
in obſtructing all the proper methods prof 
pos'd by others; and very often contri 
and carry on deſigns, or at leaſt make u{; 
of methods exceedingly dangerous to th 
Society. 8 
Again, Inconſiderateneſs is anotheM 
ground of diviſion in a Society. There au 
many in all Societies weak and unable u 
conſider much to the purpoſe; and theſ 
at the ſame time want humility or honeſſi 
to be directed by thoſe whoſe advice the 
have reaſon to take: others again waltull 
Fr refuſe to conſider, out of pride and perf 
verſeneſs of ſpirit. And both of theſe {or 
are eaſily impoſed upon and miſled, till the 
frequently become the inſtruments and 
tools of great miſchief, 
Finally, the diviſions I have mentioneFe 
always How from a want of that chariq rel 
and good-will which every man ought ho 
exerciſe towards others, which wou, 
ſtrongly excite every man to purſue the in 
good of mankind in general, and of the 
VVV’ 1 So 
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ef xciety of which he is a member in parti- 
lar. And thus far diviſions proceed 
om men themſelves, from the corruption 
WF their own hearts, 
But then farther, The Devil, the great 
emy of the peace and welfare of mankind, 
Poves all thoſe whom he 1s able to influ- 
ce, to break the peace of humane Society; 
Id blinds and infatuates others to be ſe- 
Juced by them. As love and peace are the 
an pecial fruits of the divine Spirit, ſo ha- 
i red and contention are among the princi- 
elf gal works of the Devil. Satan infuſes his 
pature into all upon whom he can prevail, 
ae brſt ſwelling them with pride, and then 
Uh uurrying them on to contention, which are 
er he very characters of the diabolical nature. 
and where any are fitter to be inſtruments 
Ind tools than principal agents, he caſts a 
Wilt before their eyes, infatuates their un- 
Ferſtandings, and thereby diſpoſes them to 
7 Pe led blindfold by others into thoſe quar- 
"my Fels and factions which they were not fit 
go contrive nor manage themſelves. 
u $ Burt then in the laſt place, almighty God 
1 Sumſelf, the wiſe and juſt Governour of 


The world, permits all this to come to paſs, 
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as a righteous puniſhment for the oth 
offences that men have committed again 
him. When a ſociety of underſtandinf 
and reaſonable creatures, upon which Gy 
almighty has heap'd his bleſſings in greg 
abundance, {hall abuſe his favours, gro 
wanton and luxurious, forgetting him ai 
themſelves, he often gives them over tl 
their own hearts luſts; and at the ſanf 
time lets looſe ſome or other of the inf 
nal Spirits, who are always forward to en 
ploy themſelves in ſuch work, to ſow thi 
tares of diſſention among them. God i 
decd doth not, cannot tempt any man, uM 
more than himſelf can be tempted of evi 
but as he is the wiſe and juſt Governourd 
the world, he beholds and obſerves all thi 
is done in it, ſo that nothing can come i 
paſs without his permiſſion: and as he perf 
mits men to run into ſome Sins, as a ju 
puniſhment for former wilful tranſgreſ 
ons; 10 he permits likewiſe evil Spirits .. 
tempt thoſe to farther evil, who have be 
fore forſaken or neglected God, deſpiſing 
and abuſing the methods of his goodnels 


and kindneſs towards them. There is i . 
very remarkable paſſage in the Bock di f. 
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the Houſe of Lords. 
ages, expreſly to this purpoſe, whereby 
Ich my laſt and this preſent account of 
riſions in a Kingdom is confirmed. The 


rt tells us, That when Abimelech had 


Wi2ned three Years over Iſrael, then God 
: an evil Spirit between Abimelech and 
e; men of Shechem ; and the men of Shechem 
ali treacherouſly with Abimelech. And 
Wc reaſon follows, That the cruelty done to 
e threeſcore and ten ſons of Ferubbaal 
iebt come, and their bloud be laid upon As 
ME melech that ſlew them, and upon the men of 
cchem which aided him in the killing of his 


Pechem had been guilty of barbarous cru- 
ty; and as a juſt judgment upon them 
r their heinous crime, an evil Spirit was 
t looſe, and permitted by almighty God 

ſow diſſention between them to the ruin 
th of the one and the other. And fo 
uch may ſuffice for the three firſt Heads 
hich I propos'd to be conſider'd. There 
mains only the laſt, for the ſake of which 
have diſcours'd on the three former, viz. 
Io apply this Doctrine to ourſelves, and 
ereby to move us both to lament our paſt 
Nwiſions, which have brought ſo many ca- 
| ot JV 
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Judges 


ix. 22, &c. 


ethren. Both Abimelech and the men of 


IV. 
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the terrible one of this day; and to exaf 
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lamities upon this Kingdom, particuladf 


us to do all that is in our power towarM; 
the preventing the like diviſions and calf 
mities for the future. 3 

In order to this end, it may be prop go 
in the firſt place to reilect a little upon oft 
paft diviſions, and the calamities which u Hiſ 
ſued upon them. a 
At the beginning of the reign of Wo oof 
Prince, whoſe execrable murder we tl 
day lament, it is well known that this La 
was like the garden of God, abounding ei 
ry where with plenty of all good thing 
The people lived under a Government e 
bliſn d upon Laws made by general conlenf 
There was an univerſal and beautiful ord 
throughout the Nation, every member ol 
the Society haveing its proper ſtation, a Ihe 
the ſeveral parts of the Body in the mai 
conſpiring to preſerve the peace and pu 
ſperity of the whole. The Religion of ou 
bleſſed Saviour, as reform'd from the gros 
corruptions of Popery, had been in * 
Reigns eſtabliſh'd, and was hitherto prefer * 
There were indeed differences in the op 
nions of men, chiefly about the external au 


ſmall 
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ar maller matters of Religion; but not yet 
Mncreas'd to that degree as to give any pub- 
au ick diſturbance to the Kingdom. We were 
terror to our enemies, and a ſupport to 
Pur friends abroad; and ſo conſiderable as 
Jo be able to hold the balance of Europe. 
W bat was it then that occaſion'd all that 
Hiſcord and diſorder into which we after- 
Wards fell? What luſts and paſſions incited 
t the Inhabitants of the Land? What evil 
brit from the Lord was it, that firſt in- 
polv'd us in a terrible civil war, whereby 
ll our ancient Order was ſpoil'd, and our 
nanners farther corrupted; whereby ſo 
uch Engliſb bloud was ſpill d; and thoſe 

en ho a little time before dwelt together as 


| | eighbours and friends, of the ſame Nati- 


n, and of the {ame Religion, tyed toge- 
au ther with ſo many bands of union, both 
naß vil and ſpiritual, did without mercy 
paß heath their ſwords in each others bowels; 
ou till at laſt the Government both in Church 
rolf und State was diſſolv'd, the whole order of 
he Kingdom confounded, all ranks of men 
FEmongſt us greatly injur'd, the people ha- 

pallcd, and the King himſelf cut off by a 
au violent death, by the hands of his own Sub- 
% Pr R 
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\ The publick good indeed was pretendeſ 
in all theſe tranſactions; and all the di 
order and confuſion that was introduc{l 
all the violence that was exercis'd, wen 


pretended to bethe neceſſary means of proj a 
moting that end. But whoever will acquain = 
himſelf with the hiſtory of thoſe time 0 
cannot but obſerve what ſhare undue {1 
love; immoderate regard to ſecular honoſ * 
wealth, and power; Pride; Inconſiderati * 


þ neſs ; raſhneſs and uncharitableneſs had 
this whole matter. If there were an 
failures in the adminiſtration of the . 
vernment, which might raiſe the ſuſpid 

ö ons and jealouſies « even of good and wel 
| meaning Subjects, it is not the proper bulf 
neſs of this day, or of this place, to ra 
into thoſe aſhes, But ſurely it was a for 
Judgment of God, for the puniſhment . 
the Nation for their other Sins, that th 
contending parties could never be brougll 
to agreement, when it is well known, tha. 
many of thoſe who were in arms were ni 
enemies to the Perſon of his Majeſty, and 
were heartily inclin'd to the reeſtabliſnmen i 
of peace; and when ſo many offers wen tn 
at che ſame time made and repeated by the Fer 


—— = 
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9 ing, for rectifying whatſoever was com- 
Find of, and for giving ſatisfaction to the 
Fars and jealouſies that had ariſen, from 
Ppatſoever cauſe it had been. Surely 
me evil ſpirit was let looſe by divine 
engeance to chaſtiſe an ungrateful and 
angenuous people, when the remaining 
rt of that Parliament which enter'd into 
e War, ſnould be overpower'd bythe Army 
Fhich they had —_— fee againſtthe judg- 


ent and intention of the majority; and 


A ould be prevaild upon, contrary to the ge- 
0 ral ſenſe of all Ranks and Orders of men 
7 che kingdom, to yield to and to authoriſe 
e 


at abominable Act of violence on the Per- 
n of his Majeſty. Certainly God had 
en ſome way highly provok'd, by the 
Puſe of all his favours, The Nation cer» 
Winly had not walk'd worthy of the pro- 
Perity with which it had been bleſs'd, and 
RS the Religion which it made profeſſion. It 
do be fear'd, that abundance had made 
Pen wanton, that plenty had been abus'd 


nem ill profeſsd the reform'd Religion, they 
ye: cher began to {light it, or their manners 
2. 9 ere not reform'd by it, And however 
ä „ that 
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that was, we certainly behold here a {ad in 
ftance of the effects of diviſion in a lt : 
ety, and an experimental proof of ul 
Maxim in my Text, That a Kingdom 48 


That therefore which eſpecially concen 
us on this occaſion is, 

In the ſecond place, to conſider, Hol 
we ought, in a ſenſe of what is paſt, 
make it our endeavour to prevent the all 
diviſions and calamities in this Kingdom M ; 
the future. This indeed would be a bl 
{ed uſe of this days ſolemnity, to be exif 
ted, by the memorial we make upon it, i 
become henceforward one Body, through 
united in aiming at the publick good, af 
in uſeing the means which naturally a 
viſibly tend to that end: and not, as till 
manner of too many has been, to end 3 
each others paſſions, and thereby to aj 
courage and increaſe our mutual contenl 
ons and animoſities. 1 
Such is the happy Conſtitution of aff 
Kingdom, that nothing is like to deftn 
us, but diſagreement amongſt our {cl 
and {ſuch certainly is the reaſonablen 
and the pleaſure of agreement, that, ui 
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ae God, as '= juſt paniſhiticne 

r our many and great tranſgreſſions, 
mw ill pertnit ſome of the agents of Satan 
i pain to divide and confound us, no ac- 
i Punt can be given, why we thonld not 
 IWnanimouſly and heartily conſpire in car- 
en Ping on the true mtereſt of the Kings 
„m. F . gags 
in ve were, after all our difmal confuſt- 
rs, by a miraculous Providence deliver'dz 
Nur antient Government was reſtor d, both 
iril and eccleſiaſtical; the royal Family 

Jas brought back, and the next Heir feated 
n the Throne of his Anceſtors ; almighty 
od had again put it in our power to be- 
Nome one of the happieſt and moſt flou- 
Wiſhing Nations in the World; if we had 
ut known the things that made for our 
Peace. 
= When after all this, by the contrivance 
f our avowed Enemies of the Romiſh 
Faction we were again divided, in order 
o our promoteing their intereſt, we were 
am reſcued by that glorious and happy 
Revolution, which ſaved us from Arbitrary 
ower, and Popery, when they were Juſt 
pon the point of invadeing us. And we 
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have, thanks be to God, ever ſince, ths 
not without many fears and dangers, been 


preſerv'd in the poſſeſſion of - thoſe inva- 


luable Privileges, our Liberties, our Laws, 
and our Religion, We behold a Proteſtant 


King, of the royal line, in quiet and 


peaceable poſſeſſion of the Throne, with a 


numerous Progeny; a large family and 


Race of Proteſtants attending him, as the 


hope of future ages. We have ſeen a 
wicked attempt of ſome diſloyal Subjects 
to diſturb the peace of his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment ſoon defeated, his Enemies ſub- 


dued, and the publick tranquillity reſet- 


tled. At this very time we cannot but 


with great thankfulneſs obſerve and ad- 


mire the hand of God wonderfully appear- 


ing and interpoſeing on our behalf, when 


a moſt dangerous Confederacy was formed 
and carrying on againſt us by our Enemies 


abroad; no doubt with the concurrence 


Iſa. xxvi. 
Io, 11. 


of the {ame vile and ungrateful generati- 
on of men within our own bowels, Up- 
on which occaſion we may juſtly take up 
the Words of the Prophet Iſaiah, Let fa- 
vour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will he 
not learn righteouſneſs : in the land of up- 

. ror. © rights 
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rightneſs will che deal unjuſtly, and will not 
behold the majeſty of the Lord, Lord, 
when thy hand is lifted up, they will nos 
| ſee: but they ſhall ſee and be aſbamod. 
We have, after all, the pleaſure of behold» 
ing our gracious Sovereign at the head of 
| 4 noble Alliance, contrived on purpoſe in 
order to the preſerving the peace, not 
only of theſe Kingdoms, but of all Eu- 
rope. And now what have we farther 
to contend about? What queſtion. can 
there yet remain to any honeſt and ſenſi · 
ble man amongſt us, concerning the true 
means of promoteing the publick welfare? 
Can any man who truly loves his Coun- 
try and his Religion, forbear to rejoice in, 
pnd to thank God for, the many and great 
Wcliverances we have been favour'd with, 
for the defending the one, and the eſta- 
puſhing the other? Can any Proteſtant of 
ound mind be an Enemy to the Prote- 
tant Succeſſion, or refuſe to teſtify all 
ue reverence and regard to our Sove- 
eign and his royal Family, in whom the 
ws of our Country have inveſted it ? 
an any member of the eftabliſh'd Church 
lire to have this Church more firmly 

on clta» 
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eſtabliſh'd, than by law i at is? or be juſtly } © 
offended . at that liherty which the las 
allows to thoſe who diſſent from it, to 
worſhip God according to their own ap- 
prehenſion ? Such Diſfenters always ex 
cepted. as will not give. ſecurity to the 
civil Government for their good behani- 
our; who cannot ſurely, with any fhey 
of modeſty, alk or expect a legal indul. 
gence. Finally, Can any Briton or Pro 
teſtant wiſh for a greater preſent Securit) 
for the continuance of theſe bleſſings un 

r the care of divine Providence, tha 

rhat his Majeſty, famous for Truth, ju 
ſtice, and Goodneſs in the government d 
his hereditary Countries, hath from bi 
comeing to the Throne, to this tins 
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given us both by word and deed ? 0. 
If then after all this we till conten! 
and divide, it muſt needs be, on the ou *! 
ſide or the other, from ſome of thai p 
vicious cauſes of contention beforementi fe 
on'd. Selfiſhneſs, Pride, Inconſiderateneſi u 
Jealouſy, Hatred, Animoſity, muſt be 4 K 
the bottom. It is not the good of c © 
Country: it is not the welfare of God hi 
Church that we aim at: but ſomethin A 


ell 


the ds. R 


elle that we will Hot and dare not own 
and it may be are £0 blind and partial r 
dur ſelves that we do not àpprellend. 
hut it is our Wiſdom certainly to take 
warning by our former diſaſters; to call 
to mind and to confider what Miſerieg 
the Diviſions in our Fathers days expoſed 
them to; and to take care leſt we their 
offspring ſplit our Veſſel again by runni 
on the ſame rock. If therefore 1 99 1 
make a juſt improvement of the horrible 
Calamity which we are now -lamenting, 
it wilt be proper to take the following 
courſe, TE 0 CO 
1. Itibecomes us heartily to bewail in 
the prefence of God, our own particular 
tranfgrefſions, and the many publick ſins 
„„ IE 
This is the ſpecial buſineſs of days ſer 
apart for bee humihiation, and for im- 
ploreing the mercy of God towards our 
felves, and thoſe of the fame Body with 
us. Our . own tranfgreffions we beſt 
know every one of; or at leaſt may 
caſily know them by examining our own 
hearts, and reflecting upon our actions. 
And the publick crying ſins of the Nation 


en, 


r 
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are too notorious not to be obſerv d by 
all, who have their ſenſes exerciſed to 
diſcern matters of that nature. That 
open Irreligion and Prophaneneſs, that 
Contempt, as well as Neglect of all things 
ſacred, that too viſibly abound ; that 
want of Juſtice and Probity, which I fear 
has been greatly increas'd of late Years; 
that unchriſtian Cenſoriouſneſs and Un- 
charitableneſs which every one complains 
of in others, beſides himſelf and thoſe of his 
own Party ; that baſe and ſordid Selfiſhneſs, 
and, as the fruit of it, that vile Corrupti- 
on which has ſpread it ſelf far and wide 
throughout the Kingdom; finally, that 
want of a generous concern for the good 
of our Country, and of a true chriſtian 
Zeal for our Religion, -as reform'd ftom 
the errors and abuſes of Popery, into 
which we are by degrees ſo ſhamefully 
degenerated, with whatſoever elſe 1s con- 
trary to that pure and holy Religion which 
we profeſs, it becomes us heartily to la- 
ment before God, earneſtly imploreing his 
forgiveneſs for what is paſt, and his Grace 
to amend for the future. 


We 


the Houſe of Lords: 


2. We ought thankfully to adore the 
poodneſs and mercy of God towards us, 
who, after all our evil behaviour, all our 


unhappy contentions and diviſions, and all. 


the calamities which they have ſometimes 
brought upon us, hath from time to time 
either preſerv'd, or reſtor d to us our ex- 
cellent Government, and the profeſſion of 
the true Religion; endeavouring to poſe 
ſeſs our ſouls with a deep Tenſe of our 
happineſs in the enjoyment of theſe in- 
eſtimable Privileges, ſuch as few, very 
few Nations are ble{s'd with beſides our 
eelves, and hardly any equally with us. 
„Ive know not by experience, (and God 
grant we never may) what it is to live 
under lawleß power in the State, or un- 
der the Ecclefiaſtical Tyranny of the Church 
of Rome and 'tis ſtrange that nothing 
ould ſo throughly convince men of the 
iſery of ſuch a ſtate, as ſenſible experi- 
nce, God hath been very gracious to us, 
n that, notwithſtanding many grievous 
onvulſions in the State, * *. thoſe 
bat uſher'd in the calamity of this fatal 
ay, yet our wholſome form of Govern- 
nent hath either been maintain d, or ſoon 

re- 
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reeſtablifled: : and that, notwithſtandin 
alt the unwearied attempts of our Roni 
Adverfaries, down from the time of the 


Him! 2 who cat upon the Mine and 
made him zealous pn the introduceing ; 
falſe Religion amongft tis, and when they 
had the Fa rther Pretence of a Succeſſor, to 
catry on the fame work after his deceaſ; 
fill the Providence of God timely inter a. 
pos d. So that we have already ſeen the re 
Proteſtant Princes ſucceedin 17 him on tb ur 
Throne, and a fourth legally and quiethM ch 
poſſeſs a of i it; with a glorions proſpectd 
Proteſtant Succeffors, for future, we hop: 
for all future generations. May we tc 
ver loſe the ſenſe of theſe favours ; na 
provoke God by our {ins to give us up: 
any time intò the hands of thoſe wh 
would enſlave us both in body and ſoul, 
3. In all things relateing to the great $ 
ciety, the Kingdom of which we are Men 

nil we ſhould take eſpecial care to pn 
ferr the good of the whole Body, befo 
our particular Inclinations, or the priv 

f an 


the Houſe of Lords. 

and ſeperate Interefts of our ſelves, or of 
any Party amongſt us. The ſafety and 
welfare of the Whole 1s indeed the ſafety 
and welfare of every member of the So- 
ciety; and whatſoever Party ſets it ſelf 
up in oppoſition to the publick weal, is 
to be deem'd a Faction, and as ſuch to be 
carefully avoided by every wiſe and good 
man. For which reaſon it is heceſlary, 
that every man ſhould be ready to deny his 
own humour, and to forego his own little 
and private Intereſts, and to forſake and 
renounce whatſoever Party he may have 
unwarily engaged himſelf in, whenſoever 
the publick welfare requires it. 

4. It is farther reaſonable, that wherein 
we at any time differ from each other 
about the methods of promoteing the 
publick welfare, we ſhould avoid all raſh 


cenſures, and all unreaſonable jealouſies 


of thoſe who differ from us. Tis true, 
we are not bound in any inſtance io judge 
againſt plain and evident appearance: but 
it ever becomes us, to make all the equi- 
table and charitable allowances, that the 


caſe will fairly admit of; to ſuppoſe that 


we our ſelves are liable to miſtakes as well 
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as others ; and again, to believe that many, || te 
whole judgements differ from ours about | fic 

the Methods of promoteing the lame good N 1 

End which we both aim at, may be mi- th 
ſtaken only, without any evil delign ; ſo Noi 

that when we cannot approve the manner | te: 

of their proceeding, yet we may avoid ſan 
paſſing any hard cenſure upon their Inten. ¶ {ol 

tions, as not knowing (what it is impoſ. WW an 

ſible we ſhould know) the ſecrets of their Nor 
hearts. This is a method truly chriſtian, MW Pe. 
and where it would not always bring us to I ter 
a perfect agreement in our ſentiments, it FWole 
would at leaſt diſpoſe us to differ wirhout to 
breach of charity. cid 

5. In the laſt place, It . concerns Ithe 
all, to avoid Extremes, ſo that in declincing Rul 
one evil, we do not unawares run into H. 
another. It is a wiſe admonition of Solo- io. 

Prov. iv. mon, Let thine eyes look right on, and let the 
*. thine eyeslids look ſtrait before thee, Pon» Wa" 
: der the path of thy feet, and let all thy 
ways be eſtabliſh'd. Turn not to the right- 
hand, nor to the left. Remove thy foot 
from evil, The remembrance of this day 
ſhould make us very careful in obſerving 
this admopition, - exceedingly cautious and 

8 tender 
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tender in avoiding the Extremes on either 
de. We have certainly great reaſon, as 

II have already taken notice, to magnify 
che goodnels of God to us, in preſerving 
Jour Laws and Liberties from all the at- 

r tempts that have been made upon them: 
and we have the very ſame reaſon to be 
ſolicitous for preſerving the juſt Authority 
and Power of thoſe whom God hath ſet 

r Mover us. The rights of the Prince and the 
„People, in a legal Government, are ſo in- 
o terwoven, that it is impoſſible to offer vi- 
it Ndlence to the one, without doeing injury 
to the other at the ſame time. In all 
civil affairs, the Conſtitution and Laws of 


ns the Kingdom are without doubt the proper 
NW Rule and Meaſure of our actions. In 
to Nail affairs, I fay ; becauſe, if we were 
0. Mio unhappy as to "HR in a Country where ; 
et the Laws of the Realm interfer'd with the 


Laws of God, we muſt obey God, rather 
than men; tho even in that caſe, with all 


t- Nlue care to preſerve the peace of the So- 
ot iety, and to pay all juſt deference oo the 
ay iril Government under which we . 
ng Fut, thanks be to God, this is no gu 


nd aſe, In all things therefore relatc ins? 
ler b : EN | Ct 
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the civil State, this is a ſafe and a ſur: 
Rule, viz. to act as the Conſtitution and 
the Laws direct us; which, if it had been 
ſtrictly and religiouſly obſerv'd on all 
hands, the calamity of this unhappy da 
could never have befallen us. It is in. 
deed an ineſtimable Privilege, to live un. 
der the direction of ſtated and knownf 
Laws, eſtabliſh'd by common conſent ſ 
and whoſoever wilfully varies from thi 
Rule, on the one hand or the other, is a 
one and the ſame time injurious to hi 
Prince, his Country, and himſelf, | 
To conclude all, He is a good Subjc&F 
a good Patriot, a good member of Socien 
and in general a good Man, who, acc 
ding to that other advice of the wife Maſf 
fears the Lord and the King : and medi! 
uot with them that are given to change. 
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